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The Vision network  
is the first group  
of preschool and primary,  
trilingual, private schools,  
offering all French-speaking  
children an education in  
an immersion context.

ENGLISH IMMERSION FOR STUDENTS 
Linguistic immersion is an educative approach, wherein students study the content of the Quebec Education Program, in English. 
Contrary to other existing programs that offer English as a second language or intensive English, students in English immersion use 
their newfound language in all daily scholarly activities and this, during the entire school year.

Research conducted on the immersion concept strongly suggests that learning a second language at a young age has many positive 
effects on the intellectual development of children. The following are some noted examples.

Advanced Reading Comprehension
A study conducted on 137 students, aged 4 to 5 years, at York University (Toronto, Canada) suggests that knowledge and linguistic 
experience acquired by bilingual students, while learning a second language, gave them an advantage when learning to read. Further 
attesting to this research, results from a word recognition test showed bilingual children’s results to be twice superior in comparison 
to the results obtained by unilingual students.

Higher Evaluation Results 
Several reports confirm that students who had learned a second language performed better in standardized tests. A report from 
the College Board (New York, U.S.A.), who administer SAT’s (Scholastic Aptitude Tests), showed that students who studied a second 
language for more than four years obtained scores significantly higher in writing, mathematics, and critical analysis. In comparison to 
unilingual students, bilingual students scored 140 points higher in mathematics and critical analysis, and 150 points higher in writing 
and this out of a possible score of 800 points.

Sound Comprehension of Mother Tongue
Students who apply themselves while learning a second language have a better understanding of their own mother tongue. As 
mentioned by the Center for Applied Linguistics (Washington, U.S.A.), bilingual students use what they have learned in a second 
language to reinforce acquired skills and concepts and improve their knowledge of their own mother tongue.

In addition to the benefits in terms of intellectual development, language immersion provides significant benefits in terms of 
long-term financial outlook. Research conducted in 2001 by the Department of Economics at the University of Montreal (Canada), 
showed that for French bilingual employees, the average income was 31% higher than that of their unilingual coworkers and there 
was a greater opportunity for advancement in their workplace. 
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VISION’S CONCEPT
The unique concept of total immersion at Vision goes beyond learning a second language, or even learning English at an intensive 
level. In addition to the regular French class prescribed by the Quebec Education Program, our students develop skills in other  
subjects, and this in English. In total, more than 500 hours of studies per school year are dedicated to learning in English. This is three 
to four times more than schools that offer enriched or intensive English programming. Our objective is, that upon completion of  
six years of schooling at Vision, the students’ level of proficiency in English compares to that of other children of the same age 
group who have attended Quebec’s English schools.

In addition to time spent learning the English language, the amount of time taught in class each week is lengthened; this enables 
Vision to dedicate more than 150 hours per year to teaching Spanish as a second language.

Vision’s approach to teaching languages is inspired by the most efficient way of learning a language at a young age; that being 
the natural process of learning our own mother tongue. Thus, considerable time is allotted in class to the development of oral  
communication, being that this is the foundation for learning a new language. This approach is clearly distinguishable from the 
traditional school model that provides little time for oral comprehension and advocates memorizing preselected vocabulary and 
grammar rules that students will have little opportunity to apply.

The world of writing will be naturally and gradually introduced, beginning in preschool. Our young learners are exposed to  
many reading and writing opportunities, and these, in contexts appropriate for their age group. These positive experiences will 
help them develop the necessary skills and competencies that will enable them to excel in reading and writing throughout their 
schooling years.

IN CONCLUSION
At the end of their schooling, students who have studied in the Vision network will have mastered the French and English languages 
and have acquired a very proficient level in Spanish. In promoting the learning of languages at a young age, we are offering students 
the chance to broaden their vision of the world, to have a better knowledge and understanding of contemporary issues, and have 
the ability to interact within an increasingly complex environment and thereby, become more intelligent.
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